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Services

• Residential and commercial horticulture/gardening

• Youth Development/4-H

• Financial literacy

• Parenting, childcare licensing

• Expanded Food and Nutrition Program (EFNEP)

• Small farms, nursery production, forestry

• Citrus, commercial fruits and vegetables

UF/IFAS Extension Hillsborough County



Residential Horticulture Services

• Help Desk 

(813) 744-5519 X 4

hillsmg@ad.ufl.edu

• Soil testing $3.00 per sample

• Diagnostics  plant nutrition, pathology
insect ID, plant ID, free publications

• Library Plant Clinics

http://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/hillsborough/upcoming-events/

Horticulture

http://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/hillsborough/upcoming-events/


Characteristics –

Advantages & Disadvantages

• Warm-season turfgrass

• pH range

• Texture

• Wear, drought and salt-tolerance

• Maintenance

• Disease, shade

Lawn Basics

https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu



Mowing

• Never remove > 1/3 blade

• Mowing height

• Leave clippings

• Source of N

• Sanitation

“Cultural Practices”
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• Soil test for fertility
• Phosphorous

• ½ - 1 pound N per 1,000 sq. ft. per application

• No more than 0.7 pounds soluble N per application

• Recommendations for # of apps/yr.

• Central Florida – early April

• Early October

• No fert – winter 

• ¼” & rain events

Best Practices

EDIS ENH979



Fertilization

• pH > 7.0 or water
• Yellow leaf blades Fe or Mg

• Granular or foliar applications

• Soluble or chelated manganese

• Iron – foliar spray or granular chelate

Best Practices

Credit: Guodong Liu, UF/IFAS

HS1208



Irrigation

• Warm-season turfgrass

• How much to apply?
• ½ inch – ¾ inch 

• 4 – 6 inches soil 

• How long to apply?

• Check each zone seasonally

Best Practices

Discussion question:

How does grass tell 
you when to water?

EDIS ENH9,  
ENH884, ENH1134



Irrigation

Best Practices
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• Beautify your landscape & neighborhood

• Reduce fertilizer inputs

• Reduce soil erosion

• Appropriate water use

• Reduce pollution & runoff

• Glare & noise

• Time and money

Best Practices

Discussion question:

Why follow             
best practices?

EDIS ENH979



• Armyworms

• Mole crickets

• Other pests

• Soap flush

• Nematodes

• Contact Extension

Pests

https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_turf_pest
_insects



• Nematodes
• Yellow, thin, brown, wilt

• Short, stubby roots

• Sandy soils, high-maintenance 

• Assay form $25.00 per sample

• Commercial applicators

Pests
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Hiring a Landscape Professional

Consider

• Certifications/FDACS ID card

• Monthly and/or annual schedule

• Ask them to show you – bring a sample

• Receipts for services – in writing

• Liability insurance

• Obtain several quotes/BBB  

• Contact Extension

EDIS ENY-219



Resources

UF/IFAS Extension

Your Florida Lawn

website
http://hort.ufl.edu/yourfloridalawn/

http://hort.ufl.edu/yourfloridalawn/


Resources

Landscape Maintenance
GI-BMP Certified

https://ffl.ifas.ufl.edu/professionals/certification_lists/cert_count
y_name.shtml

FDACS – Licensed Pesticide Applicator Search

http://ceupublicsearch.freshfromflorida.com/PersonSearch.asp

FNGLA Certified Professional

info@fngla.org

https://ffl.ifas.ufl.edu/professionals/certification_lists/cert_county_name.shtml
http://ceupublicsearch.freshfromflorida.com/PersonSearch.asp
mailto:info@fngla.org


Questions?

Thank you!

Nicole Pinson

UF/IFAS Extension Hillsborough County

5339 County Rd. 579

Seffner, FL 33584

(813) 744-5519 X 54145

pinsonn@hcflgov.net

hillsmg@ad.ufl.edu

mailto:pinsonn@hcflgov.net
mailto:hillsmg@ad.ufl.edu

